MEMORANDUM

TO: Funeral Director

FROM: George S. Rudis, Deputy State Registrar
Division of Vital Records

DATE: February 8, 2012
SUBJECT: Fax Attestation and Cause of Death Edits

This correspondence explains “edits” that the funeral director may receive when they enter
certain Causes of Death (COD) into IVRS from a fax attestation.

For example, when Cancer is entered in the COD section, this edit would appear:

Cancers Specifics Reminder il

\We see the Cancer bype verbiage in the cause of death,
Have you specified the site and cell tvpe ar if the condition had metastasizedr |
IInknown site is an acceptable answer, iF no other site is entered.

Zancel |

This Cancer Specific Reminder will appear any time cancer is entered as a cause of death.
It is not an error, but a reminder message to specify the location and cell type or if cancer has
metastasized.

This edit will occur irrespective if the site was specified. When you see this edit, and you have
entered the COD exactly as the physican wrote it on the attesation, choose OK and IVRS will
take you to the next field. If the COD is not exactly as written by physician, and you made the
error when keying the data from the attesation, this is your opportunity to make the correction.

Also, there will be times when you may misspell a word. For example, the physican writes
“Metastatic” on the attesation. However, the funeral director mistakenly entered “Metastatik”.
When this occurs you will get an edit with a medical dictionary that looks like this:



Decedentl Dec Histnr_ul Disposition | Certifier  Cause of Death | Demographics Enmpletel Flags I Fax I Supermicarl Amendl

—Cauge of Death [Part 1] Enter the chain af events that directly caused death.

a. Immediate Cause [Final disease or condition resulting in Death) Approx. Interval - Onset to Death

[METASTATIK
Interval Units
-
Spell Checker x|
Approx. Interval - Onset to Death
In Dictionary: IMETASTA”K
Change To:
. METASTATIC -
Suggestions: INE] ENE]
METASTASIS @.% Change B .x Change all Appros. Interval - Onset ta Death
METASTASIZE | |
METASTASIZED
METASTASIZES ez | 2 swoes |
METASTASES
METATHETIC ‘g lanore | ‘@ lgnore Al |
METATHESIS
MEDIASTIMUM
METHODISTIC
METASTATIC = X Cancel |

Choose the correct spelling from the drop down and pick “change”. The spelling of Metastatik
will be changed to Metastatic and VRS will take you to the next field.

Another edit you may receive is when the doctor abbreviates. While the fax attestation
instructions specifically state to not abbreviate, if they do, you will enter the abbreviations as the
doctor has written on the attestation. For example, the doctor wrote COPD on the attestation.
When you enter COPD into IVRS you will get this edit:

o o P T Y A Ao R b

b. Due to or as a Consequence of
|coFo

Apprax. Interval - Onset ta Death

Interval Uitz
I jv

c. Due to or as a Consequence of Apprax. Interval - Onset ta Death

Interval Uitz

-

I Questionable Cause |

Please do not use abbreviations to report cause of death.

We think that [COPD] may be meant as

an abbreviation For [chronic abstructive pulmonary disease].
Click OF to accept our assumption and replace the entire field,
or CAMCEL to revise the kext yourself,

| Cancel

—Cause of Death [Part 2]
Other significant conditions contributing to death.

Cauge of Death [cont}
’;ulopsy? ‘were Autopsy Findings Used to Complete Cause of Death?
- =

When this occurs, choose CANCEL. Choosing cancel will keep COPD, as written by the
physician, and take you to the next field in IVRS. If you mistakenly select OK, COPD wiill
change to Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, which will be an error since that is not what
the doctor wrote.

Another edit you will see when entering a COD from fax attestation is when the doctor does not
enter an interval in the “Approx Interval-Onset to Death” section. When you tab out of the
“Approx Interval-Onset to Death” field you will get this edit.
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—Cause of Death [Part 1] Enter the chain of events that directly caused death.
a. Immediate Cause [Final dizease or condition resulting in Death)

ICHHDNIC OBSTRUCTIVE PULMOMARY DISEASE

Interval LUnits

Approx. Interval - Onset to Death

-

—List Conditions leading to the cause on line &
b. Due to or as a Consequence of

Approx. Interval - Onset ta Death

Interval Lnits
lﬁ Data Entry Exception - Use Ctrl-Z to clear field.
-
- Bypass Yariable Values
. Due to or as a Congequence of The &pproximate Interval should nat be left blank. ;I terval - Onzet to Death
I An Ermar was detected in Field: UuericdlandveniEd i |
Interval Units Field Mame: CALSE_IMTERWVAL
- Label:  Approx Interval - Onset to Death Hueried - Mot Yerified - 2 |
Tab Mame: Cause of Death
Cause of Death (Patt 2) _F'aragraph Caugze of Death [Part 1) Enter the chain of events that Flaios laaded - 3
directly cauzed death |
Other zighificant conditions contributing to de Query location:
I Huery Heeded -4 |
Cause of Death (cont} - LI Mizsing Wariable Y alues
Autopsy?  Were Autopsy Findings Usedtal I J
Fie-key the field | .
Tobacco Contribute? Female Pregr Dy Ll I

If the doctor did not specify an interval, choose “OVERRIDE EDIT”. Do not put a period “.”” or
any other symbol in this field.

There are times when a doctor will put a number for the onset to death but they do not give an
interval unit. When this occurs you will enter the number in the “Approx Interval-Onset to
Death” field and then tab into and out of the “Interval Units” field. When you tab out of the
“Interval Units” field you will get this edit:

~Ligt Conditions leading ta the cause on line A.

b. Due to or &3 a Consequence of Approx. Interval - Onzet to Death

|EIHF|DNIEI OBSTRUCTIVE PULMOMNARY DISEASE 1
Interval Units " .
— Data Entry Exception - Use Ctrl-2 to clear field.
- Bypass Yariable Yalues
. Due to or as a Consequence of The Approwimate Interval Units should not be left blank. ;I terval - Onset to Death
I An Error was detected in Field: Wueiicaand bV enfizd 5 |
Interval Units Field Mame: COMNSE1_UMITS
lﬁ Label:  Interval Units Hueried - Hat Yerified - 2 |
TabMame: Cause of Death )
“Cause of Death (Part 2 Ei:grizigtiéf-t Conditions leading to the cause on line A Review Nesded - 3 |
Other significant conditions contributing to de 7 :
I Huery Heeded - 4 |
~Cause of Death [cont)—— El Missing Yaiiable Yalues
Autopsy?  Were Autopsy Findings Usedto | I j
Be-key the field | |{Overmde Edit} Queny the Field|  Skip for Mow | )
Tobaceo Contribute? Female Pregr sy Lttty I

If the doctor did not enter a unit, choose OVERRIDE EDIT. If the doctor did, choose RE-KEY
THE FIELD.

NOTE: If the doctor leaves the “Approx Interval - Onset to Death” blank, you must leave it
blank. If the doctor writes UNKOWN, you must write UNKNOWN.

Your cooperation in providing the necessary attention to these “edits” will improve the integrity
of the record and expedite the processing. Thank you.



